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BarwftH, who will long live in the remembrance of his numerous friends who
benefited from the means of serving them which his eminent station so amply
afforded him, and which, to do justice to his liberal mind, he never neglected
the opportunity to evince where the solicitation had with propriety been
applied. To this lady's credit also may be recorded that those who had been
partial to her were ever treated with esteem and gratitude. Much to their
regret the splendour of her situation lasted not long; the pain o£ child-bearing
with the effects of the climate brought on a delicate constitution, a decay
which too soon moved this fair flower out of the world. Of all her sex I never
observed one who possessed more the art of conciliating her admirers eq'ual to
herself. As a proof thereof we sixteen met in her livery one public ball even-
ing we., a pea-green French frock trimmed with pink silk and chained lace
with spangles, when each of us to whom the secret of her intended dress had
been coriimunicated buoyed himself up with the hope of being the favoured
happy individual.
-'The innocent deception which had been practised soon appeared evident,
and the man of moat sense was the first to laugh at the ridicule which attached
to him. I recollect the only revenge which wo exacted was for each to have
the honour of a dance with her, and as minuets, cotillions, reels, and country
dances were then in vogue, with ease to herself she obligingly complied to all
concerned, and in reward for such kind complaisance we gravely attended
her home, marching by the side of her palankeen regularly marshalled in
procession of two and two." An old writer quoted by Busteed.
To adopt Harwell's house* to the requirements of an
Orphanage many structural changes must have been made,
but the old ball-room, with its glittering chandeliers,
remains practically untouched.
Perhaps the only room now remaining in Calcutta, in which all this grace
and comeliness were often gathered together, is the ball-room of Richard Bar-
well's garden-house at Alipore. What generations of exiled feet—the gayest
and lightest—have not disported on this floor! The very,lamps and Trail-
shades which were lighted in the consulship of Warren Hastings are sometimes
lighted still. What stately minuets and cotillions and romping country-
dances long obsolete, have those old lustres not looked down on. Who does
not wish that they could speak of the past and its faded scenes and tell us
stories of the merry 'ladies and gentlemen of the Settlement9—of their frolics
and their wooings—their laughter and their love." Busteed : Echoes of Oid
Calcutta.
The Orphan Institution of the "Bengal Military Orphan
Society" had a two-fold aim in view, viz., "to educate
and settle in life children of both sexes, of officers and sol-
diers on the Bengal Establishment/' The Lower Orphan
School, which "was situated at Alipore, and at a consi-
derable distance from Kidderpore House,'' was intended
* The present bouse has no southern verandah, but I believe this is because
the verandah has been built in, and the original back of the house has been
turned into the present front.

